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SAN DIEGO

San Diego Police boost efforts to keep heavy-duty
trucks off Barrio Logan streets
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An 18 wheeler made it's way down 26th street in the Barrio Logan neighborhood of San Diego August 27 , 2019 despite the
signs barring no truck traffic for vehicles over 5 tons. (John Gibbins/The San Diego Union-Tribune)

Since police launched the ‘Barrio Logan Commercial Operation’ in October,
officers have issued more than 190 citations, officials said

By ANDREA LOPEZ-VILLAFANA

JAN. 19, 2020

4:38 AM A
SAN DIEGO — The San Diego Police Department’s has stepped up enforcement of a council
resolution that prohibits heavy-duty trucks from certain streets in Barrio Logan in the last three

months.

Since the “Barrio Logan Commercial Operation” began, officers have issued 192 citations from Oct.

16 through Jan. 15, 2020, police said.
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That’s nearly four times more than the 41 citations police issued in the eight months between Dec.

3, 2018, to Aug. 15, 2019.

Though citations have increased, police say it’s still an ongoing problem.

“We aren’t just throwing up our hands in victory and walking away,"said Sgt. Tyler Doherty, of the
SDPD’s Central Division, which has designated officers patrolling the community for violations.

“We are going to continue working (on) this.”

The San Diego Police Department launched the operation in October to enforce a 2018 city council

resolution that prohibits heavy-duty trucks from certain streets in Barrio Logan.

For years, residents and advocates in the neighborhood have raised concerns about the impact on

residents’ health to have heavy-duty truck traffic near homes and schools.

Residents, activists and Councilwoman Vivian Moreno, who represents the neighborhood,

demanded the department increase enforcement.
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SDPD’s Central Division, which serves 18 neighborhoods, assigned motorcycle and patrol officers

to prohibited streets Monday through Friday.
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Barrio Logan’s heavy-truck ban

Heavy-duty trucks over 5 tons are prohibited
from driving on certain streets in Barrio Logan,
with exemptions for those making deliveries

to businesses in the community. Truck drivers
can be cited by San Diego police officers.
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Officers drive various routes, park on streets identified in the resolution and patrol areas with high

truck volumes. The officers assigned to the operation also received training, because patrol officers

are not normally tasked with this kind of enforcement, Doherty said.

The zoning in the community, which is located south of downtown San Diego, allows for
residential, commercial and industrial, which means it’s common to have industrial businesses

next to homes.

The resolution bans most trucks over 5 tons, but trucks over 13 and a half feet high are exempt
because they need to use city streets because a pedestrian bridge on 32nd Street has a low

clearance level.

Trucks making deliveries to businesses in the area also are exempt.

“As long as we have businesses operating in these communities there will be deliveries, and those

deliveries will fall under the exemptions,” said police Lt. Ruben Gutierrez .

The enforcement helps educate truck drivers to stay off prohibited streets, police said. SDPD is also
working with Caltrans to install better signs on highways for out-of-state drivers not familiar with

the community’s prohibited streets.
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Barrio Logan resident Philomena Marino said she has noticed fewer trucks driving by her house,

but she believes more can be done by local businesses.

“It is still occurring, but that is beyond the power and control of (the police department) because

you have business neighbors that are not doing their part,” Marino said.

The police department has made more than 250 stops since October 2019 and dedicated
approximately 300 hours of patrol, Doherty said. Those stops include citations, warnings and field

interviews.
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Officers issued 109 citations from Oct. 16 through Nov. 15, police said; then 65 citations from Nov.

16 through Dec. 15, and 18 citations from Dec. 16 through Jan. 15.

Residents were updated on the number of citations during a community meeting Wednesday.

Julie Corrales, a policy advocate with the Environmental Health Coalition, said that even though
SDPD increased enforcement in November, residents are discouraged by the declines in reported

citations in the following months.

“Heavy-duty diesel trucks continue to rumble through prohibited streets, awakening residents at
night, and putting schoolchildren in harm’s way during the day,” Corrales said in a statement. “We
renew our call to the SDPD to increase enforcement and create cleaner, safer streets for Barrio

Logan residents.”

Doherty said the department expects there will be fewer citations as more drivers become aware of

which streets to avoid. The hours of the police operation have remained consistent, he said.
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“We have to remove an officer from answering radio calls solely so they can sit on the route,
because we have made that a priority,” Doherty said. “It’s one less officer we have in the field

answering a domestic violence call, because we committed that we are going to stay on this detail.”

Police previously were citing trucks for violating traffic signs but now they are citing under the

city’s municipal code in the council resolution, Doherty said. The fine for a violation is $237.

However, a citation doesn’t count as a point on a driver’s record because it is based on a municipal

code violation, not a traffic violation.
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