Todd Goria introduces hill to reshape Air
Pollution Contral District Board
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SAN DIEGO (KUSI) — Assemblyman Todd Gloria, D-San Diego, unveiled proposed legisla-
tion Friday that he said would overhaul the San Diego Air Pollution Control District to better
represent San Diego County.

The Air Pollution Control District, which oversees local emissions, permitting and air quality
regulations, comprises members of the county Board of Supervisors. Under Gloria’s bill,
the district board would expand to 11 members from local governments around the county
as well as the public.

The city of San Diego and the public would each have three members on the board while
the Board of Supervisors would have two. The board would also include three people rep-
resenting the interests of cities like Chula Vista, Escondido and San Marcos. All members
of the board would serve four-year terms.

“By transforming San Diego’s Air Pollution Control District into a more diverse and repre-
sentative body, | believe we have the real potential to get the county to take aggressive ac-
tion on climate change and ensure that whatever strategies are implemented, they are eg-
uitably distributed throughout the region,” Gloria said.

According to the American Lung Association’s 2018 State of the Air report, San Diego
County region had the sixth highest rate of ozone pollution in the country. The ALA and lo-
cal environmentalists have suggested several steps to improve the county’s carbon foot-
print, including collecting current data on the region’s biggest polluters, supporting low-
emission methods of transportation and improving community outreach.

“San Diego has a serious air pollution problem,” said Environmental Health Coalition Exec-
utive Director Diane Takvorian. “We need new leadership through a proactive board that
will adopt strict rules to reduce emissions and improve public health, especially in the com-
munities most impacted.”

Gloria’s office expects the bill to be heard in committee in April.
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