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SANDAG retreat site questioned

BY: Melissa Mecija
POSTED: 7:34 AM, Jan 30, 2015
UPDATED: 5 hours ago

local environmental health organization is questioning the location of the San Diego Regional Planning Agency’s retreat at the Barona Resort and Casino.
VIDEO BY KGTV

-HIDE CAPTION

BARONA RESERVATION - A local environmental health organization is questioning the location of the San Diego Regional

Planning Agency’s retreat at the Barona Resort and Casino.

Nearly 30 people affiliated with the Environmental Health Coalition showed up at the SANDAG meeting to protest freeway
expansion as the SANDAG board discussed the county’s regional plan.

Monique Lopez said the location made it difficult for others who wanted to come to the meeting.
“I think we should have these types of conversations in more inclusive spaces where it is easier for folks to access,” Lopez said.
Lopez argued the retreat should be held in a more central location, like downtown San Diego.

“With the board discussing such an important topic to the community, to have it in a place where it’s really inaccessible to get to

unless you have your own vehicle is really quite concerning,” Lopez said.

A SANDAG spokesperson said the board has had their retreat at Barona for six years and has nothing to do with avoiding public

comment.

“In the past, we used to meet out in Borrego, and we’ve come closer so these people can participate in this,” SANDAG chairman

Jack Dale said.

A spokesperson said the retreat location is put out to a bidding process. Barona had the most competitive package. The price tag

for the retreat is roughly $25,000, according to SANDAG.
“There’s never a perfect place to have everything, Dale said. “This is certainly a facility that’s not that terribly hard to get it,”
Dale added that the public is always welcomed to comment during public meetings.

The retreat ends Friday.

Copyright 2015 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Dentegra shows you the future

Don’t have a crystal ball? The future is bright — if you choose great! Learn more at http://choosedentegraplans.com.
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ChudleighCharleston

www.barona.com/about/transportation/shuttle-schedule/

And, the busses are air conditioned, heated and environment friendly, Monique,

not that you would know what that means.

Barona Resort& Casino

D Catch a free ride to Barona Casino on one of our environment friendly shuttles.

L)

RogerDodger

Q JuneVCitizen

Post ~

Monigue Lopes, check it out, "FREE Barona BUS". | guess there is always the one that must complains and media has to pick up on this
as none news. Monigue, if you are elderly there are rides to the bus locations and to most location in SD County. Stop your liberal

mindless complaining.
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"Monique Lopez said the location made it difficult for others who wanted to come to the meeting."
Monique, baby, there are FREE Barona shuttle busses serving almost every area of

SAN DIEGO AND ORANGE COUNTIES. YOUR problem is riders must be OVER 18

YEARS OLD WITH VALID ID. (Your Mexican health card won't work.)

The busses are even wheelchair accessible!
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